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Program approach for 2025-2026

QUESTION: For QUESTION 2 on “the impact this project will have and the difference it will make
in advancing your and other participants’ careers,” how much weight is given to the advancement
of the new music creator’s practice and career versus their collaborators’?

e ANSWER: The impact of the project will be evaluated as a whole including those
participating so it depends on the project. If the project is more for the music creator’s
development with collaborators assisting in that effort, then that should be clear in the
project narratives.

QUESTION: How far does the work or composition have to be?

e ANSWER: We do not have a guideline for this. It depends on the project and work. We only
ask that it has not been completed/publicly disseminated before June 2026.

QUESTION: How does the program view geographic spread—e.g., if a project is regionally focused
(across Michigan), is that seen as a strength under “impact” or “reach”?

e ANSWER: You could make a case for impact certainly; however it will be based on each
project. If that is the goal of the project then the impact of that will be assessed
appropriately.

QUESTION: When will we be notified about whether or not we got the grant?

e ANSWER: Notifications will be made via email from SMApply (noreply@mail.smapply.net) in
early April.

QUESTION: If awarded, how extensive is the reporting process?

e ANSWER: The final report is relatively simple, asking you to provide an update/summary of
the outcomes of the project along with an updated budget with actual spending. We do ask
that you include receipts of expenses incurred.


https://youtu.be/tPQ69bvAxhM
https://newmusicusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Creator-Fund26_GUIDELINES_webinar-.pdf
mailto:noreply@smapply.net

Eligibility

QUESTION: If | am currently enrolled in a master’s program that officially concludes in May 2026,
would | be considered ineligible for the November 2025 application cycle, even though the degree
will be completed before grant recipients are announced?

e ANSWER: If the master’s program is music-related, you would not be eligible to apply.

QUESTION: Hello, what if someone is in a psychology program but is also a musician? Would that
disqualify them?

e ANSWER: Yes, that person would be eligible.

QUESTION: Clarification: I'm taking classes toward a degree but not full-time and work full-time —
does that change eligibility?

e ANSWER: As long as you are not enrolled in a degree program for music, you would be
eligible.

QUESTION: Could | get an eligibility exception due to being an older post-baccalaureate, non-full-
time student with a full-time job?

e ANSWER: As long as you are not enrolled in a degree program for music, you would be
eligible.

QUESTION: | applied last year and did not get awarded. Am | still eligible?

e ANSWER: You would need to wait at least 2 years before you may apply again. You would
be eligible again in November 2026.

QUESTION: If | applied in 2023 for the 2024 cycle, am | eligible for this one?

e ANSWER: If you applied for the December 2023 deadline, you are eligible to apply this
round. If you applied for the November 2024 deadline, you will need to wait until the
November 2026 deadline to apply again.

QUESTION: If | received the Creator Fund in 2023 as a secondary collaborator, am | eligible this
year?

e ANSWER: Yes.

QUESTION: If | applied last year as a creator and was not selected, can | be included as a
collaborator this year?

e ANSWER: Yes, you may appear as a collaborator for this year’s round of the Creator Fund.



QUESTION: Can someone who applied as lead applicant last year be on an application this year as
a collaborator?

e ANSWER: Yes, you may appear as a collaborator for this year’s round of the Creator Fund.
QUESTION: Can you apply if you are listed as a collaborator on another project?
e ANSWER: Yes, however, be aware that if applicable, we will only fund one project.

QUESTION: If my collaborator is also applying as a composer on a separate project, can both
applications move forward?

e ANSWER: Only one project containing your collaborator’s name may be selected for an
award. Only one application can move forward.

QUESTION: Is residency/region based on where we live or where the work takes place?
e ANSWER: Where you live.
QUESTION: How do you define “international collaborator”? (living abroad? non-US citizen?)

e ANSWER: We would define them as collaborators who are primarily living outside of the
US. Artists living in the US are eligible to receive funds.

QUESTION: If | have an LLC under my SS#, no employees, and hire collaborators as contractors,
am | considered an “organization”?

e ANSWER: For as long as you apply as an individual, you will be eligible. When we disburse
grant funds, you may have the payment made to your LLC.

QUESTION: If | have a New York address but primarily reside in California, could that work if | live
in both cities?

e ANSWER: You would need to be primarily residing in New York to be eligible for this

year. If you primarily reside in CA you would be eligible to apply next year, November
2026.

What the program does and does not support

QUESTION: What if the funds requested are for a conceptual video for an existing song and a new
recording? Is that eligible, or are only projects still in development prioritized?

e ANSWER: That would qualify.

QUESTION: Can we use funds to reimburse already-paid recording expenses?



e ANSWER: Yes, as long as the project itself has not been completed/publicly disseminated
prior to June 2026.

QUESTION: Can we use funds for video editing or to create a music video?
e ANSWER: Yes.

QUESTION: Can we include a tour with the required three performances?
e ANSWER: Yes.

QUESTION: Are new arrangements and performances of existing music (e.g., jazz standards)
considered “new work”?

e ANSWER: It depends on how new the arrangements are. Are they original arrangements?
How different or original are the arrangements?

QUESTION: Can funds support artist development or a strategic album release plan?
e ANSWER: The fund can support artistic development and/or album releases.
QUESTION: Can collaborations with one’s own festival qualify if presenting your own work?
e ANSWER: That’s fine.
QUESTION: Can the collaborator be the artist (e.g., composer-performer)?

e ANSWER: You will need to identify at least one collaborator that is not the applicant. But
yes the collaborator can be the artist on the project as long as they are not also the
applicant.

QUESTION: Can new arrangements of existing songs be included as part of the project?

e ANSWER: See above

QUESTION: Is it acceptable to include a consortium of ensembles and a large choral/orchestral
work with a high total budget if other grants are also being sought?

e ANSWER: Yes that is fine.

QUESTION: If the work is a 7-minute orchestral piece costing $25k, could it still be eligible for
$3k-$5k support?

e ANSWER: Yes, that's fine. Our award would just be a portion of the overall fee, which is
fine.



Awards
QUESTION: The budget we submit—can it go as high as $10,000 for the Musgrave award?
e ANSWER: Yes.

QUESTION: If | apply for a $5000 project as part of a larger $25k project, will | still be considered
for Musgrave?

e ANSWER: In order to be considered for the Musgrave award you must meet the conditions
of the grant as outlined in the Musgrave guidelines. If this aligns with those conditions, then
yes, that is fine.

QUESTION: Does the budget have to show the project as fully funded, or can it include pending
funds from multiple sources?

e ANSWER: The budget does not need to show it being fully funded. That's fine.
QUESTION: Should projected or pending funding be listed as uncovered?
e ANSWER: Yes, please note if they are funds “received” or “pending.”

QUESTION: Is there a preferred percentage of the overall project budget that the grant should
represent?

e ANSWER: There is no preferred percentage.

QUESTION: Could | use the grant for work that is partially complete but still in production (e.g.,
album recording)?

e ANSWER: Yes.
QUESTION: What are acceptable rates for artists’ time?

e ANSWER: You may find this chart helpful to help you answer your QUESTION: LINK
QUESTION: Can funds be received through a fiscal sponsor?

e ANSWER: Yes, we can arrange to send grant funds through a fiscal sponsor.
QUESTION: Am | responsible for taxes on the award — will it be considered income?

e ANSWER: Yes, you would be responsible for taxes. We do not give tax advice and
encourage you to contact your accountant for specific information.


https://www.local802afm.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/SINGLE-ENGAGEMENT-CLASSICAL-2019-2023-SCALES-FINAL-HSM-revised.pdf

QUESTION: Could you please clarify how the grant payment works?

e ANSWER: Grants are awarded in one single installment of the full amount.

Funding transparency

QUESTION: Should we show pending funds from other sources or leave them blank?
e ANSWER: If you have pending funding, please provide that information.

QUESTION: If this grant is a small percentage of a large project budget, does that lower the chance
of selection?

e ANSWER: Not at all.
QUESTION: Can we upload our own Excel budget sheet, or does it need to be entered manually?
e ANSWER: Please use the form as part of the application portal.
QUESTION: If I'm also raising funds elsewhere, should that be disclosed in the application?
e ANSWER: You can list them in the budget as “pending.”
QUESTION: Can we use the grant to reimburse past costs (e.g., recording already paid for)?
e ANSWER: Yes, as long as the project is not complete.
QUESTION: What level of detail is expected in reporting if awarded?

e ANSWER: Please see above.

QUESTION: How does age, background, or career stage (e.g., 66-year-old composer) affect
competitiveness?

e ANSWER: No demographic information will be used in assessment of the project. Panelists
will review material submitted on your resume to better understand the applicant, but all
applications will be reviewed against the stated review criteria of Artistry, Feasibility, and
Impact.

QUESTION: For international collaborators—any equity considerations?



e ANSWER: You may include international collaborators on your project, however we aware
that we are not able to provide funds to international individuals or organizations. Funds are
only available to artsits and organizations based in the US.

QUESTION: How are regionally focused or community-based projects valued under equity/reach?

e ANSWER: Applications will be evaluated based on the three criteria listed in the guidelines.
Under the Impact criteria, the panel may assess how the work may impact or contribute to
the applicant’s community, if applicable to the project.

QUESTION: How important are social media links for applicants who are less active online?

e ANSWER: They are used mainly as references. The main areas of focus should be the
narrative, work samples, and budget. Applications will be evaluated based on the three
criteria listed in the guidelines.

QUESTION: Can non-traditional artist setups (LLC/sole proprietor, hybrid roles) be eligible?

e ANSWER: You must apply as an individual applicant. Once awarded, payments may be
made to an LLC (or other non-traditional setups).

Application Questions / requirements

QUESTION: How should collaborators be listed—only confirmed names or also unconfirmed roles?
e ANSWER: It depends on how integral they are to the project. | would list both confirmed
and unconfirmed collaborators where possible, especially if they are important in making the
work come to fruition.

QUESTION: Where in the application do we include information about collaborators?

e ANSWER: You will be asked to identify how many collaborators you have. Once you do,
additional lines will open for you to complete the information requested.

QUESTION: Should work samples also showcase collaborators’ work?

e ANSWER: It would be helpful for the reviewers to see/ hear the work of the collaborators
as well, where appropriate.

QUESTION: Can work samples be mockups or early sketches if the work isn’t finished?
e ANSWER: Yes, work samples may be mockups or unfinished work.

QUESTION: For long samples (e.g., 100-minute opera), should we submit 5-10-minute excerpts?



e ANSWER: Yes, if you can, please submit a 5-10-minute excerpt from the full production.
However, you may include longer samples. If you do so, please provide listening cue points.

QUESTION: Instead of timestamps, can we upload short specific excerpts?

e ANSWER: Yes, you may upload short specific excerpts for your work samples.
QUESTION: What format of résumé/CV is preferred?

e ANSWER: We don’t have a preference on the format of the résumé.

QUESTION: Should the video response include both creator and collaborator(s), or only the lead
applicant?

e ANSWER: Up to you and your project. You certainly could include the collaborators on the
video response, but it isn’t required.

QUESTION: Can my album producer count as a collaborator?
e ANSWER: Yes

QUESTION: Can | include an org/venue (like Lincoln Center) as a collaborator, and if so, how—does
each program count separately?

e ANSWER: Yes, you may list a venue as a collaborator.

QUESTION: If a collaborator becomes unavailable, can they be substituted?

e ANSWER: If awarded, we will happily work with the applicant to make sure the project is
successful. If there needs to be a change, we will discuss the best options at that time.

QUESTION: For projects premiering soon—how close to completion is too close for eligibility?
e ANSWER: The project should premiere after May 31, 2026.

QUESTION: If a piece premieres in early 2026 but is remounted later that year, can that second
collaboration be eligible?

e ANSWER: No, unfortunately the project would be considered complete at the time of the
premiere and therefore not eligible for this round.

QUESTION: Is the impact of the work’s premiere outside the US eligible?

e ANSWER: Yes, as long as any funds allocated are only allocated to US-based artists or
organizations.



QUESTION: What format should the budget use (Excel upload vs form)?

e ANSWER: There is a budget form within the application; please use the included format.

Review process & review criteria

QUESTION: For QUESTION 2 (“impact on your and others’ careers”), how much weight goes to
the lead applicant vs collaborators?

e ANSWER: The panel will be looking at the project as a whole and determining impact based
on the narrative supplied.

QUESTION: How will panelists evaluate works that are early in development versus finished
projects?

e ANSWER: Ideally all of the submitted projects will be works in development as the Fund
cannot support already completed projects.

QUESTION: How should very large projects (opera, multi-part works) be framed so reviewers can
evaluate them clearly?

e ANSWER: Speak to the need that funding from the Creator Fund can help address.
Obviously, our small funding may only be a portion of support, so where will funding be
most useful/impactful?

QUESTION: Can reviewers be directed to specific timestamps, or should short clips be uploaded?

e ANSWER: Yes, you can specify timestamps of video/ audio samples for the reviewers. This
would be very helpful for them. You may also include shorter clips if you prefer.

QUESTION: What format of résumé or materials helps reviewers most?
e ANSWER: We don't have a preference on the format of the résumé.

QUESTION: If the grant is only a small share of a total project budget, does that affect the
reviewer's perception?

e ANSWER: It is fine that the grant is a small portion of the project budget. We do evaluate
feasibility of the project (i.e. budget appropriateness, project timeline, plans for public
dissemination, and strength of collaboration).

QUESTION: Are panelists prioritizing collaborations in development over fully conceived ones?

e ANSWER: Both are equally valid. Speak to the relationship of the collaboration. Why this
project now with these specific collaborators?



Thea Musgrave Award

QUESTION: How should we structure budgets—$10k full or $5k scaled for Musgrave
consideration?

e ANSWER: You may complete the budget for the full $10K.

QUESTION: Is Thea Musgrave a separate award or an additional designation within New Music
USA’s Creator Fund?

e ANSWER: It is a strand within the Creator Fund and will be announced alongside.

QUESTION: For Thea Musgrave, is there an expectation on how funds are split between composer
and performers?

e ANSWER: That depends on the project, so there are no expectations at this point.

QUESTION: If | apply to both the Creator Fund and the Musgrave Award, should both projects be
the same?

e ANSWER: You can only apply to one. If you are interested, and meet the criteria for the
Musgrave grant, then apply to that and if not awarded, you will be considered for the
Creator Fund. If you do not meet the criteria for the Musgrave grant, then only apply to the
Creator Fund.

QUESTION: For Musgrave, can both collaborators be co-composers/performers (e.g., voice +
piano, both writing parts)?

e ANSWER: Yes.
QUESTION: For Musgrave, what defines “experimental”—does genre matter?
e ANSWER: Please see the guidelines. Those most successful will be composers and
performers who work with notated music in the broadly defined genres of contemporary

classical or experimental music (acoustic or electro-acoustic).

QUESTION: Would a $5000 portion of a larger project disqualify me from Musgrave
consideration?

e ANSWER: No.

QUESTION: Are there genre expectations—e.g., for Musgrave, does “Experimental” need to be
classical-leaning or open-genre?

e ANSWER: The Creator Fund supports all genres/cross-genres/no genres, etc. However, as
outlined in the guidelines for the Musgrave grant those most successful will be composers



and performers who work with notated music in the broadly defined genres of contemporary
classical or experimental music (acoustic or electro-acoustic).



