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• About 
• Program approach for 2025-2026
• Eligibility  
• What the program does and does not support  
• Awards 
• Funding transparency 
• Equity and inclusion 
• Application questions/ requirements 
• Review process & review criteria 
• Thea Musgrave Performer – Composer Collaboration 

Grant
• Questions – Please enter your questions in the 

Questions/ Answers (not the chat)

Today we will go over....



The New Music Creator Fund offers grants to individual music 
creators working in any genre who need support to reach the next 
stage of their creative practice.

The program supports costs related to the creation of new work 
and new projects developed in collaboration with other artists and 
practitioners.

Individual performers may also apply if their collaborator is a music 
creator.

About



Our Definition of New Music

• At New Music USA we support and champion new 
music in all its forms; every sound is welcome

• Anyone who is influencing the future of music 
creation and sound is creating new music!

• For us, the term ‘music creator’ refers to any individual composer or artist 
who creates original music

• Some music creators may also be performers; some may only create music 
for other people to perform

• All these individuals are eligible to submit applications to this fund

Our Definition of Music Creator



Timeline

Applications open: November 6-November 21, 2025

Applications can be submitted at https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/

Decisions and internal notifications:  early April 2026

Public announcement: June 2026

https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/


Program Approach for 2025-2026

Last year, we made changes to the New Music Creator Fund to:

• Increase the percentage of applicants per US region receiving support

• Streamline the application evaluation process

• Reduce wait times from application submission
to decision notification and award



Geographic Regions: 
State/Territory Breakdown 



The program offers regional 
application cycles based on 
the 4 main geographic regions 
outlined by the US Census 
Bureau: 
1. Midwest 
2. Northeast/Mid-Atlantic
3. South
4. West 



Eligibility Criteria: Geography

• For this year’s cycle, the 
applicant must be a music 
creator based in New York 
State or one of the 
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic or 
Midwest states.

• All Creator Fund applicants 
can only apply to the program 
every 2 years.



Eligible to apply in 
November 2025

Midwest: 

Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin 

Northeast/Mid-Atlantic: 

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Vermont 

New York: 

Offered every year, but applicants may not 
apply more than once every two years



Eligible to apply in November 2026
South
Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, US Virgin Islands, Virginia, West Virginia 

West
Alaska, American Samoa, Arizona, California, Colorado, Guam, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Mariana Islands, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, 
Wyoming

New York
Offered every year, but applicants may not apply more than once every two 
years



Eligibility



Eligibility Criteria
• Students are not eligible for the Creator Fund grant

• with the exception of PhD/DMA candidates who have completed coursework and are 
considered ABD (All But Dissertation). ABD candidates are eligible to apply.

• Applicants must be at least 21 years of age

• Applicants must have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a professional musician
• Professional musicians = those who have received public performances of their work 

or who regularly perform music publicly
• Receive financial compensation for at least some of your work

• All applicants are required to watch this Application Webinar
o You're doing it! Thanks for watching!

o All applicants must read the Creator Fund FAQs 
o https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/#faq
o This will help with your application! 

https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/#faq
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Eligibility Criteria: Collaboration

• You must identify at least one collaborator for your project. You have 
the space to include up to 5. 

• The New Music Creator Fund encourages new collaborations
• A collaborator may be another musician, an artist from a different 

discipline, ensemble, a venue/presenter, or a producer; someone who 
you work with to bring your project to fruition

• Collaboration could focus on: 
• R&D time you need with your collaborators
• a live or virtual performance
• the creation of new work
• a recording (audio or video)



Eligibility Criteria: Applicant/Collaborators
• The New Music Creator Fund is for individuals only; organizations cannot 

apply
• Each applicant may only submit one application

o If an applicant appears on another application as a collaborator, only one 
project containing the applicant may be selected for an award

o If a collaborator appears on more than one application, only one project 
containing the collaborator may be selected for an award

• Applicants may not have received an award from any of New Music USA’s 
programs that fund individuals in 2024 or 2025 (i.e. Reel Change, Next Jazz 
Legacy)

• Geographic eligibility is for the person submitting the application, not the 
collaborators



Eligibility Criteria: Applicant Projects

• The Fund only supports new work; projects involving revisions 
or arrangements of existing work are not eligible

• Projects that have already been publicly presented, either in part 
or whole, are not eligible

• Performance, presentation, or completion of project should not 
take place before June 2026 

• Requests solely for promotion/marketing/PR are not eligible



What the Creator Fund Supports

• Time you need to create new 
material & initiate new 
collaborations with artist(s)  

• Creation fees
• Performer & collaborator fees
• Project specific equipment
• Recording costs
• PR/marketing

• Technical assistance/skills building
• Digital presentation/creation of 

music videos
• Workshopping
• Joint R&D into new project ideas
• Other costs you consider to be 

essential e.g., childcare for 
yourself or a collaborating artist



The Creator Fund Does Not Support

• Benefits or fundraisers
• Competition fees
• Projects that are already 100% funded
• Projects that have already been completed
• Funds for international collaborators
• Individuals who are enrolled in a degree-granting program



Number of Awards We Can Make

• 50-60 awards of up to $5,000
• The average grant is $3,000
• New York receives 40 to 45% of the awards

• 24 to 25 artists
• Midwest/Northeast/Mid-Atlantic 

receives 55 to 60% of the awards
• 33 to 36 artists 



Funding Transparency

• Roughly 25% of the Creator and Organization Fund applications we 
award must include the creation of new work

• Geographical restrictions are as follows
o54% of our grants budget is available without geographical 

restriction
o37% is restricted to New York City based artists/organizations
o7% is restricted to New York State based artists/organizations
o2% is restricted to California Bay Area based artists/organizations



Inclusion and Belonging

• New Music USA is committed to inclusive and equitable treatment 
across all our activities.

• We welcome the unique contributions that all artists bring in terms of 
their education, opinions, religion, culture, music style, ethnicity, race, 
gender, gender identity and expression, nation of origin, age, 
dis/ability, sexual orientation, languages spoken, religious beliefs, and 
geography. 

• We encourage applications from all people including Black, 
Indigenous, People of Color, LGBTQIA+ artists, and artists with 
dis/abilities.  



Application 
Questions/Requirements



Work Samples

• 2 to 3 work samples demonstrating recent work by you and your 
collaborating artists

• You may provide links to YouTube, Vimeo, or upload 
mp3/mp4 files
o500 MB file size upload limit
oSuggested sample time is up to 5-10 minutes per work 

sample 
oIf your video is longer, that is ok, but please 

include recommended start & stop time for the video 



Narrative You can complete this section as a written 
response OR by uploading a video or audio file

Question 1: Please tell us about your proposed project and 
collaboration: 
• Tell us about your project
• Who you’re proposing to collaborate with and why?
• Is this a new collaboration? If an existing one how is this moving in a 

new direction or contributing to artistic growth?  
• Would this collaboration happen without support from New Music 

USA?



Narrative You can complete this section as a written 
response OR by uploading a video or audio file

Question 2: Tell us about the impact this project will have and the 
difference this project will make in advancing your and other 
participants’ careers. (100 words or less)  
• How will this project advance or help you move forward to the next 

stage of your creative practice?  
• What will happen once the project is completed? 
• How will this work impact or contribute to your community, if 

applicable (e.g., your community of artists, the community you are 
in, your audience, etc.)



Question 3: Please outline how you would use the money if awarded. (100 words 
or less)

Question 4: When will you do this work? Share your estimated timeline 
• Your project may be already in progress OR not yet started

• The project should be active by the time the grant is awarded, March/April 2026

• You cannot apply for a project that that is already complete or will be complete before 
June 2026 (the public announcement date)

• Project beginning years from now won’t be considered as the need won’t be as urgent 
as others applying to this fund

• Awardees have up to two years to complete their projects. If awarded, you will be 
asked to provide updates on your progress and a final report

Narrative You can complete this section as a written 
response OR by uploading a video or audio file



Budget 
Breakdown

Please outline 
how you plan to 
use the funds, as 
well as any 
funding received 
or projected to 
date for the 
proposed project

Budget 
Breakdown

This is what the budget section looks like in the application system



Your budget can include
• Support for the time you need to create new 

material and initiate new collaborations with your proposed 
artist

• Creation fees for a new idea or work in progress that does not 
have additional support

• Performer or other collaborator fees
• Project specific equipment
• Recording costs

Budget Breakdown



• PR/marketing 
• Requests solely for promotion/marketing/PR are not eligible.  

• Technical assistance/skills building
• Support for digital presentation/creation of music videos
• Workshopping
• Joint R&D into new project ideas
• Other costs you consider to be essential e.g., childcare for 

yourself or a collaborating artist

Budget Breakdown cont



Application portal



Questions



Questions



Narrative
• Too short, vague, or doesn’t address criteria or the questions posed

Work Samples 
• No cues, promos, not representative, missing collaborators

Alignment 
• Think in relation to panel review

Dates 
• Meaningful vs. vague

Budget 
• What are you asking for (be specific)

5 Common Errors 
Crafting a Strong Case for Support



Work Samples – Dos & Don’ts 

Do

• Do provide recent work samples
• Do provide media that is relevant to 

your project
• Do choose intelligent starting points
• You have space for 1-3 work samples 

– use it
• Stable video is best
• Do pretend you are someone else 

experiencing your work for the first 
time

Don’t

• Don’t provide old work samples
• Don’t assume that the beginning is 

the best place to start
• Don’t provide shaky, low-quality, low-

resolution, or poorly-lit video samples
• Don’t forget to include work samples 

of vital participants

Crafting a Strong Case for Support



Crafting a Strong Case for Support
Effective Project Narrative
• Read guidelines carefully!
• Directly address questions that are asked
• Describe your work in simple, concrete terms

• What activities does the project consist of?
• When will the project happen? When did it begin? When did it end? What are milestones in 

the project timeline?
• Who is leading the team? Who is on the team and what is their experience? 
• Where does the project take place?
• Why is this project relevant at this time? Why are you (and/or your team) the right person to 

lead this project right now?
• How will you organize the project activities? How will the team work together? 

• Watch out for word/character counts
• Don’t rush: give yourself time to draft and review



Crafting a Strong Case for Support
Storytelling Through Budget
• Be specific about expenses: where are your numbers coming from?

• “$2,000 artist fees” vs “Percussionist at $200/hr x two 5-hour recording 
sessions”

• Make sure your budget aligns with your narrative
• All cost bearing activities in your project narrative should have 

corresponding expenses in your budget
• All expenses in your budget should have a clear connection back to an 

activity or goal in your narrative



Review Process



Our Application Review Process
• New Music USA staff will first screen applications for completeness and to 

ensure that they meet the eligibility criteria

• The applications will enter a peer review process: around 50 independent 
panelists from around the country will evaluate the applications and 
determine the awardees

• Artistry - artistic merit of the project and artist involved based 
on submitted work samples/existing body of work

• Impact – the difference this project will make to the next steps of your 
and other participants’ careers as a professional artist

• Feasibility – Feasibility of the proposed project, including budget 
appropriateness, project timeline, plans for public dissemination, and 
strength of collaboration. 

Review Criteria



Evaluating applications- panelists consider the following
Artistry - artistic merit of the project and artist involved based on submitted work 
samples/existing body of work

• Does this represent an opportunity for artistic growth or stretch, innovation, or 
have an impact on creative practice?

• Does the music display originality of sound and artistry, shaping the future of 
music creation and sound?

• Do you hear potential?
• Do the music creators demonstrate strong craft, technical ability, virtuosity, or 

musicality?
• What is the level of their experience? Do they demonstrate proficiency and 

mastery with their creative practice?
• Is there artistic exploration that feels relevant and considered?



Evaluating applications- panelists consider the following
Impact – the difference this project will make to the next steps of your and other participants’ 
careers as a professional artist 

• Will this project will help them move forward to the next stage of their creative practice?

• Does the project incorporate exploration, feel relevant, and appear to be deeply considered?

• Does the work reveal something about the world, inviting the viewer to question, discover, explore 
new ideas – is the storytelling compelling?

• There’s an understanding of where they are now and what they want to achieve next in their 
creative practice?

• Why is it important for them to lead the work now and what impact will it have for them?

• Does this application enable the music creator(s) to take the lead in the development of a new or 
existing idea or project?

• What will happen once the project is completed?

• How will this work impact or contribute to their community (e.g. community of artists, the 
community they are in, etc.)



Evaluating applications- panelists consider the following

Feasibility - The feasibility of the proposed project, including budget 
appropriateness, project timeline, plans for public dissemination, and strength of 
collaboration.

• Is the budget thorough, appropriate, and does it provide clear justification for each 
line item? Is there anything significant missing? 

• Do the costs seem realistic for the scale of the project? 

• Is the timeline clear (including logical phases of the project) and realistic? 

• Is the plan for sharing the work specific and concrete? 

• Does the collaboration seem genuine? Have they worked together successfully in 
the past? If not, do they have strong track records that inspires confidence? 



Thea Musgrave Performer-
Composer Collaboration Grant



• An endowed grant made possible through the generosity of Thea 
Musgrave and her husband, Peter Mark.
• 1 award of $10,000 that is awarded annually through the Creator 

Fund
• Provides funding to a composer and performer(s) 
• All applicants for the Musgrave grant must adhere to the guidelines 

for the New Music Creator Fund program, including all eligibility 
criteria

• Applicants who apply for the Musgrave grant and are not selected will 
automatically be added to the regular Creator Fund application pool. 

Thea Musgrave Performer-Composer Collaboration Grant



• Parameters
• One grant of $10,000 will be awarded through the New Music 

Creator Fund to a 
• composer and solo performer, duo, or chamber ensemble (fewer than 

8 players) for the 
• creation, workshopping, and performance of a new work. 
• The Musgrave grant will uniquely support composers and performers 

who work 
• with notated music 
• in the broadly defined genres of contemporary classical or experimental music 

(acoustic or electro-acoustic).

Thea Musgrave Performer-Composer Collaboration Grant



• The Work
• The grant will support the creation of a work of ~10 minutes in length for a solo 

performer, duo, or chamber ensemble (fewer than 8 players).
• The funds, to be used primarily to offset commission and performer fees, will be 

divided between the composer and performer(s) based on the scope of the 
project.

• Collaboration
• The composer and performer(s) will agree to organize at least 2 workshop 

sessions to collaborate on the new work, with 3 or more sessions preferred.

• Performances
• The new work must be performed, presented, or produced publicly at least 3 

times over the grant period (2 years).

Thea Musgrave Performer-Composer Collaboration Grant



Support from New Music USA’s Team
• Due to the high volume of applications, New Music USA is only able to 

provide email assistance for technical issues with the application site
• We have an additional Q&A session you can attend (not required)

• Q&A: November 12, 2pm ET
• Session will be recorded and uploaded to the program page

• Creator Fund FAQs provide answers to most questions
• If you have a technical issue with the application site, 

email grants@newmusicusa.org with “Technical Issue” in the subject 
line



Notifications about your application will come from SMAPPLY 
• Please add noreply@mail.smapply.net to your contact list to 

ensure you receive these communications
• If awarded

• You will be required to document grant-funded activities, keep 
records of expenses, and submit documentation and receipts

• You will be required to submit a final report/update by June 2027

Support from New Music USA’s Team

mailto:add noreply@mail.smapply.net


• Please use the Q&A section and not the chat
• If we do not get to all your questions during the webinar, we will 

keep working after the call and share the responses as well as 
the video within a few days of the webinar. 

• We will email you directly with the link and also post it to the 
program page https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-
creator-fund/

Q&A 

https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/
https://newmusicusa.org/program/new-music-creator-fund/


Questions
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