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CREATOR FUND 2026  
SMAPPLY APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 
 

ELIGIBILTY  
 
AGE/CAREER STAGE 

1. Are you not enrolled as a student in a degree granting institution or are a PhD/DMA 
candidate who is ABD? 

o Yes, I am not enrolled as a student, or I am an ABD PhD/DMA candidate 
o No, I am currently enrolled in a degree seeking program 

2. Are you at least 21 years old?  
o Yes 
o No 

3. Do you have a minimum of 3 years of experience as a professional musician, having 
created or performed music publicly and often compensated for your work? 

o Yes 
o No 

 
GEOGRAPHY  

4. Are you a music creator based in New York State or one of the listed Northeast/Mid-
Atlantic or Midwest States? 

o Midwest: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin 

o Northeast/Mid-Atlantic: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 

▪ Yes 
▪ No 

 
APPLICANT / COLLABORATORS 

5. Are you applying as an individual and not as an organization? 
o Yes, I am an individual music creator 
o No, I am applying for an organization 

6. Are you only submitting one request as a lead applicant?  
o Yes 
o No 

7. If you appear as a collaborator on another application, do you acknowledge that only 
one project containing your name may be selected for an award? 

o Yes 
o No 

8. If a collaborator on your project appears on more than one application, do you 
acknowledge that only one project involving them may be selected for an award? 

o Yes 
o No  
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9. Have you not been awarded in the previous round (2025) of Creator Fund, Reel 
Change, Amplifying Voices, or Next Jazz Legacy? 

o Yes. I am eligible because I have not received an award from New Music USA in 
2025 

o No, I am a 2025 awardee, and received a grant from a New Music USA program 
 

APPLICANT/PROJECTS 
10. Has it been at least two years since you last applied to the Creator Fund? (For example, 

if you applied in November 2024, you are not eligible again until November 2026.) 
o Yes – I am eligible to apply. 
o No – I am not eligible to apply. 

 (Example: Applicants who applied in November 2024 are not eligible again until 
November 2026.) 

11. Is your project considered new work, rather than a revision or arrangement of an existing 
project? 

12. Has your project not been publicly presented, either in part or whole? 
13. Will the performance, presentation, or completion of your project take place after June 

2026, when the grant is awarded?  
14. Does your budget request include costs other than solely promotion, marketing, or PR 

purposes? (Requests solely for promotion/marketing/PR are not eligible.) 
 

OTHER ESENTIAL REQUIREMENTS 
15. Have you read the Creator Fund FAQ?  

o Yes 
o No 

16. Have you watched or attended the Creator Fund Webinar?  
o Yes 
o No 

 
APPLICATION 
 

1. Project name- Please provide a name for your project. 
2. Project tagline- Please provide a short description/synopsis of your project. 1 to 3 

sentences maximum. 
3. How many Project Collaborator(s) do you have? You MUST identify at least 1 

collaborator.  

• Name, Role (mandatory) 

• Name, Role (optional) 

• Name, Role (optional) 

• Name, Role (optional) 
• Name, Role (optional) 

4. Project Type  
o Album/audio recording 
o Live performance 
o Virtual performance 
o Video  
o Commission/creation of new work 
o Workshop 
o Joint R&D (research and development) into new project ideas 
o Dance 

https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/
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o Other, please specify. 
 
Genre- We will ask about genre experience twice to help us pair your application with the best 
fitting review panelists. 

 
5. Primary Music Genre 

Please select the genre your music most resonates with. Please only select one. This is 
to help us pair your application with a panelist. 

o Contemporary/experimental classical  
o Blues/R&B/Soul  
o Dance/Club  
o Electronic  
o Experimental  
o Folk/Americana  
o Hip hop  
o Improvised  
o Jazz  
o Opera  
o Pop  
o Rock/ Indie/ Punk  
o Singer / Songwriter  
o Sound art  
o Traditional/ Indigenous  
o World  
o Prefer to self-describe- please specify ________________________ 

 
6. All Genres- We understand that music crosses genres, so we want to give you an 

opportunity to share the other genres your work reaches. Please select all the genres 
your art reaches. 

o Contemporary/experimental classical  
o Blues/R&B/Soul  
o Dance/Club  
o Electronic  
o Experimental  
o Folk/Americana  
o Hip hop  
o Improvised  
o Jazz  
o Opera  
o Pop  
o Rock/ Indie/ Punk  
o Singer / Songwriter  
o Sound art  
o Traditional/ Indigenous  
o World  
o Prefer to self-describe- please specify ________________________ 

 
7. Is this your first time applying to a New Music USA grant program? (yes/no) 
8. Have you been awarded by New Music USA in the past? (yes/no) 
9. If so, please specify the year and program. _____ 
10. Where did you hear about this opportunity? Please click all that apply. 

https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/
https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/


   
 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE COMPLETED IN THE APPLICATION PORTAL, SMAPPLY.  

EMAILED SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THIS PDF IS FOR REFRENCE ONLY. 
RESPOND TO THESE QUESTIONS AT THIS LINK https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/   

4 

 

 
o Email  
o BlueSky  
o Instagram  
o Facebook  
o LinkedIn  
o Newsletter  
o Website  
o Word of mouth  
o Other 

 
11. Which area of Creator Fund are you applying for? This is based on the lead applicant's 

home mailing address. Where are you, the person applying, based?  
 

Creator Fund Regional  
Creator Fund Regional is open to artists living outside of New York state in one 
of the following locations. Approximately 55 to 60% of our funding for individual 
creators will be allotted in this area and we anticipate awarding roughly 33 to 36 
artists. 
 
Midwest – eligible to apply in November 2025 (application open - November 6-
21, 2025): Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin 
 
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic – eligible to apply in November 2025 (application open 
November 6-21, 2025): Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont 
 
Creator Fund New York  
Creator Fund New York is open to artists who live in New York state only. 
Approximately 40 to 45% of our funding for individual creators will be allotted in 
this area and we anticipate awarding roughly 24 to 25 artists. 
   
New York – offered every year, but applicants may not apply more than once 
every two years. In other words, if you applied to the Creator Fund in November 
2025, you cannot apply again until November 2026, regardless of whether you 
received a grant or not. If you are a New York applicant and apply this year, you 
will be eligible to apply again in November 2027. 

 
o Creator Fund Regional (Northeast/Mid-Atlantic/Midwest) 
o Creator Fund New York  

 
12. Which state are you applying from? (drop down selection) 

• Connecticut 

• Illinois 

• Indiana 

• Iowa 

• Kansas 

• Maine 

• Massachusetts 

https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/
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• Michigan 

• Minnesota 

• Missouri 

• Nebraska 

• New Hampshire 

• New Jersey 

• New York 

• North Dakota 

• Ohio 

• Pennsylvania 

• Rhode Island 

• South Dakota 

• Vermont 
• Wisconsin 

 
13. Artist Resume 

• File attachment 
 

14. OPTIONAL - If you are applying to the Thea Musgrave Performer – Composer 
Collaboration Grant (TMPCG) opportunity, please click below. Please note: 

• One grant will be awarded in this area. 

• Only click if you are applying to the TMPCG and your project fits the 
following parameters. Otherwise skip this question and your application 
will be reviewed through the regular Creator Fund application process. 

• If you click below, you affirm the project will 

• include a new work for solo or duo performers or chamber groups (up to 8 
performers) 

• feature collaboration between composer and performer(s) 

• the work will support composers and performers who work with notated 
music in the broadly defined genres of contemporary classical or 
experimental music (acoustic or electro-acoustic). 

[  ] I am applying to the Thea Musgrave Performer – Composer Collaboration 
Grant. By clicking I understand the above criteria and have read and understand 
the guidelines. 
 

15. WRITTEN APPLICATION  
 
The application narrative can be completed with a written response OR video/audio 
response (maximum 5 minutes) to the 4 questions outlined. You are not required to 
submit a video/audio response if you are submitting a written application. Please choose 
only one of these approaches as our review panel won’t have time to assess both. There 
is no preferred method so submit whichever you feel most comfortable with.   
 
The text boxes below are for the written narrative. If you are choosing to submit a 
video/audio application, instead write, "see video/audio" in the boxes below or else you 
will not be able to submit. 
 

https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/
https://newmusicusa.smapply.io/
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Question 1: Please tell us about your proposed project and collaboration (250 
words or less).   
Some questions you might consider in your response:  

• Tell us about your project.   

• Who are you proposing to collaborate with and why?   

• Is this a new collaboration? If an existing one, how/or is this either moving in a new 
direction or contributing to artistic growth?   

• Would this collaboration happen without support from New Music USA?  
 
Question 2: Tell us about the impact this project will have and the difference this 
project will make in advancing your and other participants’ careers. (100 words or 
less)   
Some questions you might consider in your response:   

• How will this project advance or help you move forward to the next stage of your 
creative practice?    

• What will happen once the project is completed?  

• How will this work impact or contribute to your community (e.g., your community of 
artists, the community you are in, your audience, etc.)? 
 

Question 3: Please outline how you would use the money if awarded. (100 words 
or less)   
 
Question 4: When will you do this work?  (100 words or less)  

▪ Please provide a timeline for the project including any relevant dates and 
plans for public performance or dissemination. 

 
DETAILS ABOUT TIMELINE  
At the time of application, your project may be already in progress OR not yet 
started. However, project activities should be planned, ready to begin, and/or in 
progress by the time the grant is awarded in early April 2026.   
 
You cannot apply for a project that will be complete before June 2026 (the public 
announcement date), or that is already complete. This means that the 
performance, presentation, or completion of your project should not take place 
before June 2026. 
 
Please note that a project beginning years from now won’t be considered as the 
need won’t be as urgent as others applying to this fund.  
 
Awardees have up to two years to complete their projects (June 2028). If 
awarded, you will be asked to provide updates on your progress and a final 
report. 
 

 

WORK SAMPLES 
 
Project Samples demonstrating artistic quality for music creator/key collaborator(s)   

• 2 to 3 work samples demonstrating recent work by you and your collaborating artists.  

• You may provide links to YouTube, Vimeo, or upload mp3/mp4 files. 
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BUDGET 
 
Budget breakdown; how would you propose to use the funds 

• Please provide your requested amount; the maximum award is $5,000. The average 
award granted is $3,000. 

• Please outline how you plan to use the funds, as well as any funding received or 
projected to date for the proposed project. Please share short descriptions with each 
budget line. 

 
o Support for the time you need to create new material and initiate new 

collaborations with your proposed artist(s) 
o Creation fees for a work in progress that does not have additional support 
o Performer or other collaborator fees 
o Project specific equipment 
o Recording costs 
o PR/marketing 
o Technical assistance/skills building  
o Support for digital presentation 
o Workshopping  
o Joint R&D into new project ideas  
o Other costs you consider to be essential e.g. childcare for yourself or a 

collaborating artist 
Please use ONLY numbers and decimal points when adding budget numbers. DO NOT include 
commas. If you include commas, the system will not add your budget correctly. 

• Requested amount  $______ 

• Please outline any funding received or projected to date for the proposed project. (text 
box) 

• Overall Budget (grid with note section for description and amounts. See example below)  

 
 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION  
 
New Music USA seeks to be inclusive and accessible across all our activities and serve a 
diverse community of individuals from different backgrounds. For this reason, we request 
demographic information as part of our application process. Collecting this information helps us 
to assess who we are reaching and whether our programs align with our organization’s 
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commitment to equity and inclusion. We assure you that your answers to these questions will 
not be used for the evaluation of your application.  
 
Which category below includes your age?  

• 17 or younger  

• 18 to 24  

• 25 to 34  

• 35 to 44  

• 45 to 54  

• 55 to 64  

• 65 to 74  

• 75 and over  

• Prefer not to answer  
 

Which most closely describes your race? Select all that apply. 

• Asian  

• Black or African American  

• First Nations, Indigenous, or Alaska Native  

• Hispanic, Latinx, or Spanish origin  

• Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander  

• Southwest Asian, Middle Eastern or North African  

• White or Caucasian  

• Prefer not to answer  

• Prefer to self-describe  
 

Which most closely describes your gender identity? Select all that apply. 

• Agender  

• Genderqueer  

• Gender Non-Conforming  

• Man  

• Two-spirit  

• Transgender  

• Woman  

• Prefer not to answer  

• Prefer to self-describe  
 
Do you identify yourself as a member of the LGBTQIA+ community?  

• Yes  

• No  

• Prefer not to answer  
  
Do you identify yourself as a person with a dis/ability?  

• Yes  

• No  

• Prefer not to answer 
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